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 Production 
 

Field Crops Planted Area (Ha.) 

Species Planted area 
2005/2006 

Planted area 
2006/2007 

Planted area 
2007/2008 

Soybeans 15,393,000 16,141,000 16,600,000 

Wheat 5,212,000 5,675,000 5,685,000 

Corn 3,190,000 3,580,000 4,000,000 

Sunflower 2,232,000 2,381,000 2,660,000 

Oat 1,023,000 1,067,000 1,000,000 

Sorghum 577,000 700,000 820,000 

Rye 207,000 221,000 200,000 

Cotton 309,000 417,000 330,000 

Beans 234,000 250,000 251,000 

Peanuts 174,000 216,000 230,000 

Barley 273,000 339,000 436,000 

Rice 171,000 168,000 184,000 

Linseed 47,000 29,000 28,000 

Canola 7,000 11,000 10,000 

TOTAL 29,049,000 31,195,000 32,434,000 

 
Source: Secretariat of Agriculture of Argentina (WWW.SAGPYA.GOV.AR) 
 
Consumption 
 

Planting Seeds Domestic Consumption Volumes (MT) 

Species 2005/2006 2006/2007 2007/2008 

Soybeans 1,140,000 1,206,332 1,229,390

Wheat 553,300 574,603 603,513

Corn 54,000 58,328 67,712

Sunflower 9,900 10,639 11,798

Oat 91,800 96,830 89,736

Sorghum Grain 4,125 4,800 5,862

Sorghum Forage 3,840 4,000 4,100

Linseed 4,700 3,800 3,360 

Cottonseed 8,880 10,161 9,240

Beans 9,425 12,269 11,295

Peanuts 16,200 16,590 20,700

Barley 33,350 43,549 52,320

Potatoes 105,000 150,000 160,000 

Rice 28,390 29,425 31,280

Total 2,062,911 2,221,327 2,300,306
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Trade 
 
Overall planting seed exports increased in 2007 to US$118 million compared with the 
US$82 exported in 2006.  Main exports were corn, soybeans, sunflower and vegetable 
seeds. 
 
Argentine corn planting seed exports continued to grow in 2007 to US$63.5 million.  Corn 
planting seed exports had doubled from CY 2005 to CY 2006 as a result of the Government 
of Argentina decision top allow planting of biotech hybrids not approved for commercial 
release in Argentina.  The main market for this corn was the United States, where these 
exports totaled 31,000 MT in CY 2007.  Off-season production of corn hybrids continued to 
be a good business.  Corn seed sales to the United States evolved from US$9 million in CY 
2004 to US$38 in 2007.  Following the United States, the main markets were Uruguay (US$ 
8 million - 3,000 MT), Venezuela (US$4 million - 2,000 MT), Paraguay (US$3 million - 1,300 
MT) and Bolivia (US$2 million - 1,400 MT).  
 
Soybean planting seed exports increased in CY 2007.  Uruguay purchased large quantities in 
CY 2007 (21,000 MT), almost double previous year’s imports.  Paraguay allowed imports of 
biotech soybeans in 2005, explaining why exports from Argentina skyrocketed that year.  
Soybean planting seeds to the United States decreased after three years of growth to US$5 
million (12,000 MT) in CY 2007.  Previous years exports had been US$4 million (13,000 MT) 
in CY 2005 and US$6 million (15,000 MT) in CY 2006.  Sunflower seed exports doubled in 
2007 from the previous US$8 million to US$16 million.  Bolivia, Paraguay, France, Brazil, 
Venezuela and Uruguay increased their purchased of sunflower seed last year.  Vegetable 
seeds also increased in CY 2007 to US$7 million compared with the US$4million and US$3.4 
million exported in CY 2006 and CY 2005 respectively. 
 

ARGENTINA  

Planting seed exports   
2005 2006 2007 

Description 
USD Quantity USD Quantity USD Quantity 

Total  56184799 69249 82881818 69798 118144703 107395 

Corn 19285038 15198 53283869 37590 63508608 44228 

Soybeans 20511586 47296 9392563 23874 18788149 40455 

Sunflower 6841218 1767 7769168 2020 15942533 3947 

vegetable seed 3412314 178 4037711 239 6766141 387 

Sorghum 2696415 1977 3172318 2549 4246000 2672 

Canola 133174 94 213331 31 3527371 11850 

Clover 1294772 418 2308702 756 1820644 630 

Fescue 433813 303 548538 283 998851 379 

Alfalfa 81124 28 507020 141 930164 234 

Rice 441451 171 224382 161 880492 403 

Wheat Durum 11277 58 152002 636 378915 1414 

Ryegrass 632697 1177 355794 444 200529 279 

Wheat other 26270 86 101018 398 131625 476 

Oat 5130 19 0 0 22107 36 

Barley 3491 11 348 0 2544 5 

Peanuts 0 0 13500 18 30 0 

Linseed 514 0 7980 60 0 0 
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Overall Argentine planting seed imports increased in 2007 to US$52 million compared with 
the US$38 million imported in 2006.  Main imports were corn (US$17 million), alfalfa (US$12 
million) and other planting seed varieties for improved pastures and forage production such 
as ryegrass, fescue, and clover.  Corn, sunflower, and soybean seeds are imported to fulfill 
the needs of the off-season seed production that is exported to the United States.   The main 
supplier continued to be the United States, with US$24 million worth shipments in CY 2007. 
That is 21 percent more than in CY 2006. The United States continued to be the main source 
for corn and alfalfa seed in 2007, with US$12 and US$5 million in 2007 respectively. 
 
 

Argentina 

 Planting seeds imports 
2005 2006 2007 

Description 
USD Quantity USD Quantity USD Quantity 

Total 39229628 15427 37567118 12238 51502626 16675 

Corn 5338421 1047 7490572 1185 16886147 3598 

Alfalfa 16601962 5106 11136099 3220 10788306 2853 

Vegetable seeds 6490013 226 6967362 188 9565347 259 

Sunflower seed 2058709 869 2917260 1261 2784211 799 

Fescue 2041629 1733 3484129 2108 2733656 1423 

Ryegrass 1594417 2128 1044314 1205 2629033 3443 

Sorghum 1397756 1157 718979 455 2033197 1697 

Clover 1442888 557 1767499 749 1698432 654 

Soybeans 1277734 680 1150529 558 988286 372 

Oat 319930 1489 298788 892 402172 1174 

Canola 14846 1 69958 22 349006 105 

Flowers 279423 2 304645 2 251673 2 

Rice 171005 99 54781 108 189881 177 

Peanuts 0 0 136 0 59692 21 

Barley 9717 20 19728 19 44498 43 

Bluegrass 17491 8 24253 14 37879 13 

Sugar beet 5832 2 9575 4 17890 6 

Wheat other 37533 74 9009 5 15770 29 

Wheat Durum 32364 73 14534 17 13857 7 

Cotton seed 8991 1 4785 1 13550 2 

Linseed 88967 153 15529 26 143 0 

Chickpeas 0 0 14 0 0 0 

Rye 0 0 64640 200 0 0 
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Prices 
 

ARGENTINA  
Domestic Market Prices 

Unit Value (United States Dollars
per MT) 

December Description 

2005 2006 2007 

RR Corn 4173 4173 4783

Corn 3478 3478 3913

Sunflower 3612 3612 5000

Sorghum 2320 2320 2600

Soybeans 350 350 350

RR Soybeans 430 430 480 

Wheat Durum 180 180 300

Oat 630 240 280

Rye 800 290 400

Alfalfa 4600 4850 5700

Clover 2850 2650 3160

Fescue 1900 2910 3160

Ryegrass 1700 1750 2220

 
ARGENTINA 

EXPORT PRICES (FOB) 
Unit Value (United States Dollars 

per MT) 

January – December Description 

2005 2006 2007 

Average 811.35 1187.44 1100.1 

Corn 1268.92 1417.5 1435.94 

Soybeans 433.69 393.43 464.42 

Sunflower 3871.14 3846.01 4038.72 

vegetable seed 19216.51 16927.12 17485.65 

Sorghum 1363.78 1244.54 1588.9 

Rapeseed 1413.14 6835.34 297.68 

Clover 3099.9 3054.53 2891.26 

Fescue 1430.56 1938.78 2636.6 

Alfalfa 2928.98 3605.86 3981.01 

Rice 2578.79 1397.84 2182.62 

Wheat Durum 193.5 239.17 268.05 

Ryegrass 537.5 801.09 718.63 

Wheat other 305.21 253.66 276.39 

Oats 270 0 614.08 

Barley 315.41 754.88 536.6 

Peanuts 0 754.53 1666.67 

Flowers 0 973111.06 0 

Cotton 792.36 1308.11 0 
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ARGENTINA  

IMPORT PRICES (CIF) 
Unit Value (United States Dollars 

per MT) Description 
2005 2006 2007 

 January – December 

Average 2542.87 3069.7 3088.59 

Corn 5099.34 6323.82 4693.76 

Alfalfa 3251.18 3457.92 3781.67 

Vegetable seeds 28719.67 37138.66 37001.41 

Sunflower seed 2367.76 2314.04 3485.36 

Fescue 1178.33 1652.67 1921.37 

Ryegrass 749.11 866.6 763.68 

Sorghum 1207.81 1580.54 1198.24 

Clover 2591.37 2358.52 2598.41 

Soybeans 1879.76 2062.63 2653.23 

Oats 214.87 334.81 342.57 

Canola 21672.99 3246.16 3310.15 

Flowers 120962.33 172701.24 136704.5 

Rice 1721.03 506.86 1074.63 

Peanuts 0 3400 2898.65 

Barley 476.35 1040.78 1029.21 

Bluegrass 2060.92 1732.98 2877.69 

Sugar beet 2356.36 2307.78 2896.7 

Wheat 509.67 1789.63 548.66 

Wheat Durum 441.38 839.82 1850.31 

Cotton seed 8410.66 9309.34 7887.08 

Linseed 581.48 606.53 3177.78 

Chickpea 0 388.89 0 

Rye 0 323.2 0 

 
 
Useful Contact Information 
 
Secretariat of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Food of Argentina (SAGPyA) / National 
Seeds Institute (INASE) www.sagpya.gov.ar  
 
Argentine Association for the Protection of Plant Property Rights (ARPOV) - www.arpov.org.ar 
4314-6677 X46  /  eml.: flavia.galmarini@arpov.org.ar 
 
Argentine Agricultural Research Institute (INTA) - www.INTA.gov.ar 
 
Argentine Grains Exchange Stock’s Seed Producers Association - www.argenseeds.com.ar 
 
Pioneer Argentina - www.pioneer.com/argentina 
 
Monsanto Argentina - www.monsanto.com/argentina 


